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T
he Eastern Mediterranean Partnership 
(EMP) of Israel, Cyprus, Greece and now 
also America has become a major guardian 
of US security interests at the intersection 
of three regions of international concern 
-- the Middle East, the Balkans, and North 

Africa.  We know we can count on these three other 
EMP countries as they have tirelessly “had our back,” a 
characteristic unique for that region.  Israeli Prime Min-
ister Benjamin Netanyahu recently referred to the EMP 
as “one of the best regional associations in the world.”

In late March in Jerusalem, at the sixth trilateral 
summit of Israel, Cyprus and Greece, US Secretary of 
State Mike Pompeo participated, marking the �irst time 
the US has joined. Secretary Pompeo and the recently 
departed Assistant Secretary of State for European and 
Eurasia Wess Mitchell brilliantly realize that a close and 
active US relationship with Israel, Cyprus and Greece, 
through an Eastern Mediterranean Partnership, will 
greatly bene�it America’s security interests.  Because 
these three stable countries are the only in the region 
who equally value freedom, democracy, human rights 
and the rule of law, they form a critically important 
strategic line in this unstable and dangerous area.  

However, unless we institutionalize the EMP deep 
within our own bureaucracy, this realization and ben-
e�it for America will not last.  Today, as Turkey’s Presi-
dent Recep Tayyip Erdogan turns against America, we 
bind closely with all three countries.  But, if Turkey 
shifts in our direction even slightly, our foreign policy 
establishment will likely drop Cyprus and Greece, as 
their over 40 year pattern suggests.  This profoundly 
�lawed and tilted diplomatic mindset could again see 
Greece and Cyprus as the losers of an unnecessary zero 

sum game that makes regional balance and America the 
ultimate loser. 

While Cyprus and Greece have always been among 
our staunchest allies, Turkey, our NATO ally, has repeat-
edly and illegally violated Cyprus and Greece.  Yet our 
Executive Branch has stayed virtually silent.  In Cyprus 
Turkey has illegally occupied, using American arms, the 
northern third of the island for 44 years, and illegally 
�looded the occupied area with hundreds of thousands 
of settlers. This has set the stage for the �irst modern 
Islamic conquest of Western World territory.  In Greece 
they have over�lown Greek territory, in US-supplied 
planes, and deployed troops, using US arms, across 
from Greek islands.  Wise diplomats don’t stay silent 
when valuable allies are treated this way.  

Whether the cause of this mistreatment is the many 
millions of dollars Turkey spreads around Washington 
or some misguided diplomats, it must change.  The 
considerable resources Russia and China are spending 
to lure away our Eastern Mediterranean partners give 
America no option.

The US Congress is wisely working on appropria-
tions legislation that would institutionalize this valu-
able EMP of Israel, Cyprus, Greece and the US, regard-
less of our relationship with any other country.  The 
new powerful Chairs of the House authorization and 
appropriations committees – Foreign Affairs Committee 
Chairman Eliot Engel (D-NY) and Appropriations Com-
mittee Chair Nita Lowey (D-NY) – along with the new 
powerful Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi (D-CA), 
have championed these allies for many decades.  

And, no one in the US Senate has championed these 
allies longer than Foreign Relations Committee Rank-
ing Member, Bob Menendez.  On April 9 Menendez, 

along with Senator Marco Rubio (R-FL), introduced S. 
1102, the Eastern Mediterranean Security and Energy 
Partnership Act of 2019.  The House version of this leg-
islation will be introduced soon.  Other important advo-
cates of these three countries in the House and Senate 
are also playing crucial roles.  

The enactment of signi�icant Congressional appro-
priations can enable an annual Washington EMP Sum-
mit.  Each country could establish EMP liaisons within 
their State, Defense, Energy and other ministries to fa-
cilitate such important talks.  Such a Summit will sharp-
en the message of this mutually bene�icial partnership, 
provide a mechanism to strengthen such relations and 
allow this partnership to penetrate the thinking of 
these bureaucracies, as well as the White House and US 
Congress.  Amid the turnover of US of�icials, it can make 
more permanent the knowledge of the many strategic 
assets and potential assets for America in Israel, Greece 
and Cyprus.  It can also counter serious Russian and 
Chinese efforts to usurp important American relation-
ships in the region.  

Most importantly, such Congressional action can 
institutionalize the common sense realization that 
strengthening tried and true allies, like Israel, Cyprus 
and Greece, located in an area where the stakes are 
high, cannot hurt and can greatly bene�it American 
interests.  Winston Churchill understood this when he 
said, “There is only one thing worse than �ighting with 
allies and that is �ighting without them”. 

Phillip Christopher, President, International 
Coordinating Committee -- Justice for Cyprus (PSEKA) 
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Sen. Bernard Sanders has doubled 
down on his call for prison inmates to 
cast ballots in elections, an idea that 
got a cool reception from Democratic 
Party leaders, voters and his rivals in 
the presidential race.

But the idea has caught fi re with 
dozens of liberal groups that signed on 
to a letter pressuring 2020 presidential 
candidates to endorse in-prison voting. 
So far there have been no takers among 
the more than 20 other Democrats in 
the race.

In response to criticism about letting 
terrorists and killers vote, Mr. Sanders 
issued a series of tweets this week and 
wrote an op-ed in USA Today saying he 
would even want felons such as Presi-
dent Trump’s former colleagues Paul 
Manafort and Michael Cohen to vote 
while behind bars.

“Even if Trump’s former campaign 
manager and personal lawyer end up 
in jail, they should still be able to vote 
— regardless of who they cast their vote 
for,” he wrote in the op-ed. “This should 
not devolve into a debate about whether 
certain people are ‘good enough’ to have 
the right to vote. Voting is not a privilege. 
It is a right.”

He insisted that it is “not a radical 
idea.” From his perspective, it is simply 
the right thing to do.

Allowing voting by prison inmates 
and felons once released from prison, 
Mr. Sanders argued, would reverse a 
century of eff orts to rob the vote from 
people of color, who disproportionately 
make up the prison population.

Would rank-and-file Democratic 

voters want convicts casting ballots?
“No! No! They committed a crime. 

Let them suff er. Take all their rights 
away,” said Hank Jagielski, 79, a lifelong 
Democrat and retired steelworker in 
Pittsburgh.

President Trump predicted that the 
in-prison voting plan would spell doom 
for the Sanders campaign.

“Let the Boston bomber vote? I don’t 
think so,” Mr. Trump said to howls from 
the National Rifl e Association conven-
tion last week in Indianapolis.

Still, Mr. Sanders has a history of 

staking out radical positions that eventu-
ally are embraced by many Democrats, 
such as tuition-free college and a “Medi-
care for All” program for government-
run health care.

When Mr. Sanders fl oated the idea of 
prison cell voting last month at a cam-
paign stop in Greenville, South Carolina, 
he garnered applause from the crowd.

Under closer scrutiny, however, 
doubts emerged about granting voting 
rights to criminals such as Boston Mara-
thon bomber Dzhokhar Tsarnaev and 
Charleston church shooter Dylann Roof.

“There is more conversation to be 
had before we know if it is resonating,” 
Kate Franch, chair of the Democratic 
Party in Greenville, told The Washing-
ton Times. 

Nearly 70 civil rights and liberal ad-
vocacy groups, including the American 
Civil Liberties Union and Southern Pov-
erty Law Center, signed an open letter 
Tuesday urging the 2020 presidential 
candidates to back voting in prison and 
for felons when released.

“Why not let them continue to vote 
while they are incarcerated. Throughout 

Europe, people in prison retain their 
right to vote while incarcerated,” said 
the letter, which was fi rst reported by 
The Huffi  ngton Post.

Presidential contender Sen. Cory A. 
Booker didn’t reject in-prison voting 
but said it wasn’t an issue on which he 
wanted to run.

“As a guy who lives in an inner-city 
black community, and knows that there 
are millions of Americans that are being 
arrested and convicted and should never 
be there in the fi rst — they not only lose 
their right to vote, but they lose their 
liberty,” the New Jersey Democrat said 
on “PBS News Hour.”

“We have a nation that takes away 
people’s liberty and their right to vote 
for doing things that two of the last 
three presidents admitted to doing. So 
if Bernie Sanders wants to get involved 
in a conversation about whether Dylann 
Roof and the Marathon bomber should 
have the right to vote [he can],“ said Mr. 
Booker. “My focus is liberating black and 
brown people and low-income people 
from prison because we have a system in 
America that treats you better if you’re 
rich and guilty than if you’re poor and 
innocent.”

Some of the Democratic hopefuls left 
the door open to the proposal.

Sen. Kamala D. Harris of California 
said it is was a discussion worth having.

Sen. Elizabeth Warren said she “is 
not there yet.”

Others ruled it out.
South Bend, Indiana, Mayor Pete 

Buttigieg gave a fi rm “no.”
University of North Carolina political 

science professor Marc J. Hetherington 
said he would be stunned if Mr. Sanders’ 
idea went mainstream.

“It appears to me like single-payer 
health insurance. Far-left liberals seem 
to believe that because the ‘right thing 
to do’ is so clear to them, simply raising 
it will cause others on the left to follow. 
I doubt it,” he said.

⦁ Bailey Vogt contributed to this report.
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“Th is should not devolve into a debate about whether certain people are ‘good enough’ to have the right to vote. Voting is not a 
privilege. It is a right,” wrote Sen. Bernard Sanders in an op-ed. Mr. Sanders insists that voting rights for prisoners isn’t radical.

“He didn’t reveal what was fully in the report. Again, those aren’t 
opinions. Th at’s not a political agenda. Th ose are the facts.”
— Chris Wallace, weighing in on Attorney General William Barr and criticizing how some Fox 
News colleagues have covered the attorney general’s handling of the Mueller report
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Border authorities have identifi ed more 
than 1,000 “fake families” over the past seven 
months featuring adults trying to use children 
who aren’t their own to sneak into the U.S.

Homeland Security o�  cials revealed the 
number Wednesday as they announced a 
pilot program to begin using DNA testing to 
match children and the adults trying to sneak 
across the U.S.-Mexico boundary with them.

“It’s defi nitely an escalating trend that 
we’re seeing,” one department o�  cial said 
of the fraudulent families.

As the border spirals further out of control, 
President Trump sent Congress a request 
Wednesday for an emergency $4.5 billion 
infusion this year, warning that without 
the money the federal Health and Human 
Services Department will run out of cash to 
care for unaccompanied migrant children.

HHS o�  cials also acknowledged that a 
16-year-old unaccompanied boy died in the 
custody of one of its contract shelters.

The boy, who wasn’t identifi ed beyond 
being Guatemalan, was arrested last month 
and sent to HHS on April 20 with no health 
complaints. The next morning, he became ill 
and had stints in and out of the hospital before 

IMMIGRATION

DNA tests 
at border to 
help ID ‘fake 
families’
Children increasingly 
used to ease crossing

BY DAVE BOYER

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

President Trump watched from the White 
House on Wednesday as his yearlong e� ort 
to oust Venezuelan socialist leader Nicolas 
Maduro hung in the balance with no clear 
outcome from civil unrest that reached a 
violent climax this week.

Aides said the president was following 
events in Caracas closely. National Security 
Adviser John R. Bolton convened a high-level 
meeting at the White House on short notice in 
midafternoon to discuss the administration’s 
next moves. O�  cials said military action was 
not imminent.

Secretary of State Mike Pompeo and his 
Russian counterpart, Foreign Minister Ser-
gey Lavrov, traded blame in a phone call for 
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Trump, aides 
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About 20,000 North Carolina teachers 
and their supporters marched on the state 
Capitol on International Workers’ Day as 
part of the Red4Ed movement, which is 
backed by the nation’s largest teachers 
union and has drawn criticism from Re-
publican leaders across the country.

Hoisting placards and sporting red T-
shirts, teachers, counselors, bus drivers 

and cooks took to Raleigh on Wednesday 
with demands for a new minimum wage, 
an expansion of Medicaid and the hiring 
of additional support sta� .

They made a show of solidarity just a 
year after a similar number poured into the 
capital city in the fi rst teacher walkout in 
recent memory.

Republicans and conservatives see a 
political operation masquerading as a rally 
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House Democrats said they are considering 
holding Attorney General William Barr in contempt 
of Congress after he informed them he won’t meet 
their deadline for turning over the unredacted 
special counsel’s report and won’t appear to testify 
Thursday.

Mr. Barr says Democrats changed the rules on 
him, souring the spirit of comity he had shown in 
agreeing to testify.

Democrats said he was terrifi ed of facing the 
skilled interrogator they had arranged and was 
giving excuses.

That clash came Wednesday evening, hours after 
Mr. Barr spent much of the day testifying across the 
Capitol in the Senate.

He scolded Democrats for refusing to accept 
the results of special counsel Robert Mueller’s 
448-page report fi nding no evidence of successful 
coordination between Russia and President Trump 
to subvert the 2016 election.

During fi ve hours of questions, Mr. Barr also 
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CLASHING WITH CONGRESS: A� er a contentious hearing Wednesday before the Senate Judiciary Committee, 
Attorney General William Barr announced that he would not appear � ursday for questioning by House lawmakers.
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Attorney General William Barr 
revealed Wednesday that the Justice 
Department is looking into the pos-
sibility that Russian operatives fed 
disinformation to the Hillary Clinton 
campaign during the 2016 presidential 
election season.

Mr. Barr told a Senate Judiciary 

Committee hearing about the expanded 
scope of a review into “the activi-
ties over the summer of 2016,” which 
included vehemently anti-Trump FBI 
senior o�  cials making key decisions on 
the investigations of Mrs. Clinton and 
Republican candidate Donald Trump.

One key question is how much the 

FBI relied on the dossier compiled by 
former British spy Christopher Steele, 
using information gleaned from Rus-
sian sources, which helped spur the 
Trump-Russia collusion narrative. The 
dossier was funded by payments from 
the Clinton campaign and Democratic 
National Committee that were hidden 

in campaign fi nance reports behind 
payments to a law fi rm.

Republican senators said it’s possible 
that Mr. Steele’s Russian sources were 
intentionally feeding him disinforma-
tion, which then made it to the highest 
levels of the FBI. Indeed, former FBI 
Director James B. Comey’s fi rst per-
sonal interaction with Mr. Trump was 
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FBI relied on dossier disinformation
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SWARM OF MESSAGES: � ousands of teachers and supporters marched 
to the North Carolina Capitol for the second year in a row on Wednesday with 
hopes that a more weighted Democrat legislature would meet their demands.
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